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PREFACE

o . <
HATRIEIHATHA] AUEHHSTHH |
FHIEETE dve IEIEEH |
This book has been primarily inspired by two pieces of work — one,
my thatha’s beautiful hand-written composition of slokds, for his grand-
children, and mantrapushpam, the excellent compilation of vedamantras
and stotras, from Ramakrishna Mutt.

In this book, several wonderful stotras have been compiled. One of
the aims of this book is to provide ready access to a number of stotras
in a compact form. I've often had to refer to a bundle of books for each
stotram. This book, I hope, would prove to be really useful for people
who would like to carry around these stotras when they travel around,
or would like a handy small book containing all these stotras. The other
important feature of this book is that all the stotras are in devanagari lipi.
I've often had access to a large number of stotras, but in Tamil script. I
find the devanagari lipi more conducive to correct pronunciation. There
are several simple shlokas in this book, which I am sure children would
be able to pick up easily. Stotras such as Nama Ramayanam should cer-
tainly be taught to children. Many of these stotras have been rendered
wonderfully by Srimati M. S. Subbulakshmi; one just needs to listen to
her for both bhakti and inspiration. While the foremost importance is
to be given to bhakti, one must certainly give importance to accurate
pronunciation as well, and MSS is exemplary in that regard.

One should make it a point to chant at least few of these every day,
and most of these in a month. One should certainly recite the Vishnu
Sahasranamam everyday. Of course, it must be emphasised that one’s

nityakarma takes precedence over all these (SRAEIA: Srf: fcawee: Ha%g)
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and one must make time for sandhyavandanadi nityakarmas and such
prayers everyday:

et JeTecTed e = T a1 T TR0 oo |

TS Tedl @oid {39 Je A9 T 9 991 0
In Kaliyuga, foremost importance is given to namasankirtanam, and hence,
stotras such as these should be recited with bhakti, regularly:

TG, Fid I Tt AT FTRSHEA, |
i deEifd w5l Agicd FIEH |
There are several people whom I must thank for their contributions
to this book. I cannot undermine the importance of the Sanskrit Doc-
uments Website', which happens to be the source for almost all of the
texts contained in here. Many thanks to volunteers to build and present
such a wonderful collection online.

I must acknowledge the efforts of my friend Prasad, who has been in-
strumental (and almost wholly responsible) for the improved formatting
in this book. I consulted him several times for help with XgETEX. But for
his TEX macros, some of the alignments would have never happened! I
must also thank the writers of the software ITranslator?, which has been
the hammer-and-nail for compiling this book. The other tool critical for
this book was XgITEX, and it was indeed the release of MiKTgX 2.7 that
led me to experiment with XgBTEX, which I think has been a success.

I take this opportunity to seek the blessings of my appd, amma, my
guru Shri S. Ananthakrishnan, and my mama, who have inspired me and
taught me all that I know. I must definitely thank Saketh too, who has
been inspirational in several ways.

I must specially thank my amma, who has encouraged and inspired me
a lot through the course of compiling this book. I also must thank her
for proof-reading the text, and particularly helping with Syamala dan-
dakam. Thanks are also due to my wife, for her support and encourage-
ment throughout.

1http ://sanskritdocuments.org/
’http://www.omkarananda-ashram. org/Sanskrit/Itranslt.html
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Preface vii

Although we have put in efforts to remove any typographical errors in
this book, I must emphasise that the errors in this book are solely due
to my ignorance and I would be glad to rectify them. Please drop me a
gmail at karthik.raman to notify me of even the smallest of errors.

TS AETE g e |
T &l 47 ARIEU AHISE] d I
This book is dedicated to Sri Krishna.
T TSATY Tl a?::n%{ aq |
TG Rl depesT AU |
. . — STHEIERIAT ’-RY
. ot FEMUEE]

April 27, 2009 KARTHIK RAMAN
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